
Source O.1
Great White Fleet

Photo: Bettmann/CORBIS



Source O.2
Cartoon of Kaiser William II and President Wilson

The Granger Collection, New York



Source O.3
Borijove Jevtic’s Account of Archduke Ferdinand’s Assassination 

W hen Francis Ferdinand and 
his retinue [assistants] drove 
from the station they were 

allowed to pass the first two conspirators. 
The motor cars were driving too fast to 
make an attempt feasible and in the 
crowd were many Serbians; throwing a 
grenade would have killed many innocent 
people.

When the car passed Gabrinovic, the 
compositor, he threw his grenade. It hit 
the side of the car, but Francis Ferdinand 
with presence of mind threw himself 
back and was uninjured. Several officers 
riding in his attendance were injured.

The cars sped to the Town Hall and 
the rest of the conspirators did not 
interfere with them. After the reception 
in the Town Hall, General Potiorek, the 
Austrian Commander, pleaded with 
Francis Ferdinand to leave the city, 
as it was seething with rebellion. The 
Archduke was persuaded to drive the 
shortest way out of the city and to go 
quickly.

The road to the maneuvers was shaped 
like the letter V, making a sharp turn 
at the bridge over the River Nilgacka 
[Miljacka]. Francis Ferdinand’s car 
could go fast enough until it reached 
this spot but here it was forced to slow 
down for the turn. Here Princip had 
taken his stand.

As the car came abreast he stepped 
forward from the curb, drew his automatic 
pistol from his coat and fired two shots. 
The first struck the wife of the Archduke, 
the Archduchess Sofia, in the abdomen. 
She was an expectant mother. She died 
instantly.

The second bullet struck the Archduke 
close to the heart.

He uttered only one word, ‘Sofia’—a call 
to his stricken wife. Then his head fell 
back and he collapsed. He died almost 
instantly.

The officers seized Princip. They beat 
him over the head with the flat of their 
swords. They knocked him down, they 
kicked him, scraped the skin from his 
neck with the edges of their swords, 
tortured him, all but killed him.

From “Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, 1914,” EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com, 1998.
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Count Franz von Harrach’s Account of Archduke  

Ferdinand’s Assassination

From “Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, 1914,” EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com, 1998.

As the car quickly reversed, a thin stream of blood spurted from His Highness’s mouth 
onto my right cheek. As I was pulling out my handkerchief to wipe the blood away from 
his mouth, the Duchess cried out to him, ‘In Heaven’s name, what has happened to you?’ 
At that she slid off the seat and lay on the floor of the car, with her face between his 
knees.

I had no idea that she too was hit and thought she had simply fainted with fright. Then 
I heard His Imperial Highness say, ‘Sopherl, Sopherl, don’t die. Stay alive for the 
children!’

At that, I seized the Archduke by the collar of his uniform, to stop his head dropping 
forward and asked him if he was in great pain. He answered me quite distinctly, ‘It’s 
nothing!’ His face began to twist somewhat but he went on repeating, six or seven times, 
ever more faintly as he gradually lost consciousness, ‘It’s nothing!’ Then, after a short 
pause, there was a violent choking sound caused by the bleeding. It was stopped as we 
reached the Konak.
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Captain Walter Schwieger’s Diary of the Lusitania Sinking

Art/photo credit source here

 “The Sinking of the Lusitania, 1915,” EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2007)

2 pm
Straight ahead the 4 funnels and 3 masts of a steamer with a course at right angles to ours 
. . . Ship is made out to be a large passenger liner.
3:05 pm
Went to 11m and ran at high speed on a course converging with that of the steamer, in hopes 
that it would change course to starboard along the Irish Coast.
The steamer turned to starboard, headed for Queenstown and thus made it possible 
to approach for a shot. Ran at high speed till 3 pm in order to secure an advantageous 
position.
3:10 pm
Clear bow shot at 700m . . . angle of intersection 90 [degrees] estimated speed 22 nautical 
miles.
Shot struck starboard side close behind the bridge. An extraordinary heavy detonation 
followed, with a very large cloud of smoke (far above the front funnel). A second explosion 
must have followed that of the torpedo (boiler or coal or powder?).
The superstructure above the point of impact and the bridge were torn apart; fire broke 
out; light smoke veiled the high bridge. The ship stopped immediately and quickly listed 
[tilted] sharply to starboard, sinking deeper by the head at the same time.
Great confusion arose on the ship; some of the boats were swung clear and lowered into 
the water. Many people must have lost their heads; several boats loaded with people rushed 
downward, struck the water bow or stern first and filled at once.
On the port side, because of the sloping position, fewer boats were swung clear than on the 
starboard side.
The ship blew off steam; at the bow the name “Lusitania” in golden letters was visible. It was 
running 20 nautical miles.
3:25 pm
Since it seemed as if the steamer could only remain above water for a short time, went to 
24m and ran toward the Sea. Nor could I have fired a second torpedo into this swarm of 
people who were trying to save themselves.
4:15 pm
Went to 11m and took a look around. In the distance straight ahead a number of life-boats 
were moving; nothing more was to be seen of the Lusitania. The wreck must lie 14 nautical 
miles from the Old Head of Kinsale light-house, at an angle of 358 degrees to the right of 
it, in 90 m of water (27 nautical miles from Queenstown) 51 degrees 22’ 6” N and 8 degrees 
31’ W. The land and the lighthouse could be seen very plainly.
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Pershing Report

From Source Records of the Great War, Volume IV, ed.  
Charles F. Horne, National Alumni, 1923.

San Geronimo Ranch, 

March 30, 1916—

Dodd struck Villa’s command, consisting of 500, 6 

o’clock, March 29th, at Guerrero.

Villa, who is suffering from a broken leg and lame 

hip, was not present. Number Villa’s dead known to be 

thirty, probably others carried away dead. Dodd captured 

two machine guns, large number horses, saddles, and 

arms. Our casualties, four enlisted men wounded, none 

seriously.

Attack was surprise, the Villa troops being driven in 

a ten-mile running fight and retreated to mountains 

northeast of railroad, where they separated into small 

bands.

Large number Carranzista prisoners, who were being held 

for execution, were liberated during the fight.

In order to reach Guerrero, Dodd marched fifty-five 

miles in seventeen hours and carried on fight for five 

hours.

Eliseo Hernandez, who commanded Villa’s troops, was 

killed in fight. With Villa permanently disabled, Lopez 

wounded, and Hernandez dead, the blow administered is a 

serious one to Villa’s band.
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Python Cartoon
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Woodrow Wilson’s War Message to Congress 

 From War Messages, 65th Congress, Washington, D.C., 1917.

I have called the Congress into 
extraordinary session because there 
are serious, very serious choices 
of policy to be made, and made 
immediately, which it was neither 

right nor constitutionally permissible that I should 
assume the responsibility of making.

On the third of February last I officially laid before 
you the extraordinary announcement of the Imperial 
German Government that on and after the first day of 
February it was its purpose to put aside all restraints of 
law or of humanity and use its submarines to sink every 
vessel that sought to approach either the ports of Great 
Britain and Ireland or the western coasts of Europe or 
any of the ports controlled by the enemies of Germany 
within the Mediterranean. . . .

It is a war against all nations. American ships have been 
sunk, American lives taken, in ways which it has stirred 
us very deeply to learn of, but the ships and people of 
other neutral and friendly nations have been sunk and 
overwhelmed in the waters in the same way. There has 
been no discrimination. The challenge is to all mankind. 
Each nation must decide for itself how it will meet 
it. The choice we make for ourselves must be made 
with a moderation of counsel and a temperateness of 
judgment befitting our character and our motives as a 
nation. We must put excited feeling away. Our motive 
will not be revenge or the victorious assertion of the 
physical might of the nation, but only the vindication 
of right, of human right, of which we are only a single 
champion. . . .

With a profound sense of the solemn and even tragical 
character of the step I am taking and the grave 
responsibilities which it involves, but in unhesitating 
obedience to what I deem my constitutional duty, I 
advise that the Congress declare the recent course of 
the Imperial German Government to be in fact nothing 
less than war against the Government and people of 
the United States; that it formally accept the status of 
belligerent which has thus been thrust upon it; and 
that it take immediate steps not only to put the country 
in a more thorough state of defense but also to exert 
all its power and employ all its resources to bring the 
Government of the German Empire to terms and end 
the war. . . .

We are accepting this challenge of hostile purpose 
because we know that in such a Government, following 
such methods, we can never have a friend; and that 
in the presence of its organized power, always lying 
in wait to accomplish we know not what purpose, 
there can be no assured security for the democratic 
Governments of the world. We are now about to accept 
gauge of battle with this natural foe to liberty and shall, 
if necessary, spend the whole force of the nation to 
check and nullify its pretensions [claims] and its power. 
We are glad, now that we see the facts with no veil of 
false pretense about them, to fight thus for the ultimate 
peace of the world and for the liberation of its peoples, 
the German peoples included: for the rights of nations 
great and small and the privilege of men everywhere 
to choose their way of life and of obedience. The 
world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace 
must be planted upon the tested foundations of 
political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve. We 
desire no conquest, no dominion [power]. We seek no 
indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation 
for the sacrifices we shall freely make. We are but one 
of the champions of the rights of mankind. We shall be 
satisfied when those rights have been made as secure 
as the faith and the freedom of nations can  
make them. . . .

It is a distressing and oppressive duty, Gentlemen of the 
Congress, which I have performed in thus addressing 
you. There are, it may be, many months of fiery trial 
and sacrifice ahead of us. It is a fearful thing to lead this 
great peaceful people into war, into the most terrible 
and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seeming to 
be in the balance. But the right is more precious than 
peace, and we shall fight for the things which we have 
always carried nearest our hearts—for democracy, for 
the right of those who submit to authority to have a 
voice in their own Governments, for the rights and 
liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of 
right by such a concert of free peoples as shall bring 
peace and safety to all nations and make the world 
itself at last free. To such a task we can dedicate our 
lives and our fortunes, everything that we have, with 
the pride of those who know that the day has come 
when America is privileged to spend her blood and her 
might for the principles that gave her 
birth and happiness and the peace 
which she has treasured. God helping 
her, she can do no other.


